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In  t r o d u c t i o n

When I personally look at the book of Deuteronomy in the 
Old Testament of the Bible, I basically see the theme of God’s 
preparing the children of Israel for their entrance into the 
promised land. It wouldn’t be easy for them as they would 
have to rely on Him to defeat their enemies so they could 
build a new nation. So Moses had to remind the children 
of Israel, as they were about to enter the promised land, of 
God’s grace, love, and forgiveness. Moses reminded them of 
how good God had been to them by choosing their father 
Abraham and blessing his descendants as He had promised. 
Then, years later, He delivered them from the hands of 
the Egyptian army, bringing them through the wilderness 
despite their sin and rebellion to the Jordan River, at the 
door to the promised land. By reminding them about what 
God had done and how and why He had led them this far, 
He prepared them to enter the land so they wouldn’t look 
to other nations or peoples to protect, provide, and guide, 
and he relayed God’s instructions that they would need to 
obey in order to thrive in the land that He promised them. 
Obedience to His Word would bring them blessings, while 
disobedience would bring negative consequences on the 
people. Psalm 19:11 tells us, speaking of God’s Word,

Moreover, by them Your servant is warned;
In keeping them there is great reward
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By requiring obedience, God set them up for a long 
and blessed history as His people, and He did everything 
necessary to prepare them for that to happen. However, 
we know the rest of the story. It’s not like God didn’t do 
His part. The children of Israel still were not fully ready 
to accomplish His will. They had to learn by experience as 
they put their faith in and obedience to God into practice.

After four years in Bible college and another few years 
in seminary, one would seem to be at least theologically 
prepared for ministry. After all, we came into Bible 
college and seminary needing to broaden our theological 
knowledge. At the conclusion, we feel like we are ready for 
whatever the ministry has in store for us. That might be true, 
but many young men studying for the ministry think that 
a bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate degree is all they need to 
have a successful ministry. However, as I have learned—and 
want all of my readers to be aware of— book knowledge 
and even biblical knowledge do not necessarily prepare you 
completely for all you will face in the ministry.

Certainly, my education was beneficial in many areas, 
and my professors did all they could to prepare me and 
my classmates for ministry. However, it was my hands-on 
ministry experience that taught me so much more than I 
had learned in my theology books. A pastor friend of mine 
once said that ministry is all about dealing with people’s 
problems. As I thought about the truth of that statement, 
I also thought about how my own personal issues added to 
the difficulty that ministry posed. I want to be clear at the 
beginning: Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 12:9 that God 
says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected 
in weakness.”
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His Word is just as relevant for our lives today as it 
was when men of God who were moved by the Holy Spirit 
penned the scriptures. However, Paul learned his personal 
lesson on the sufficiency of God’s grace as he was dealing 
with the thorn in the flesh that God had allowed to remain 
in his life in spite of his faith and prayers because that’s how 
God teaches best and how we as His children learn best. 
James 1:2–4 assures us of the blessed effects of trials in our 
lives while also reminding us of God’s purposes in them:

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. 
And let endurance have its perfect result, 
so that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.

How do we know that God is sufficient and that He will 
provide for us and our families when the paychecks don’t 
cover all the bills and the church is too small to provide a 
raise? We experience the mercy and provision of God when, 
one Sunday morning, a check comes from a fellow church 
member or we go to the mailbox and happen to find a check 
that will cover exactly what we need to pay for the brake job 
on the twenty-year-old car.

That is why I feel that God has moved me to write this 
instruction manual. I want to share the knowledge and 
wisdom that God has taught me through my over forty 
years of life in ministry. You might ask what sets this book 
apart from other writings or, more succinctly, why you need 
to read this. The answer is that I believe that God can use 
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this writing to help each pastor and family to be better 
prepared before they go into the ministry. Let me remind 
you that this is a personal viewpoint from someone who 
has participated in many different aspects and positions of 
ministry. My prayer is that the knowledge and experiences 
with which God has blessed me might help save you and 
your family from some of the pitfalls—both those dealt with 
from within, such as our own baggage, and from without, 
such as those issues that come from others, including the evil 
one and his minions—so that you might be more prepared 
for entering into ministry.
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